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Welcome to the seventh edition of the Smiles 200 Hope Club  

Newsletter. We are very thankful for your support to the work of the 

Smiles 200 Hope Club which covers 5 different projects all impacting 

the lives of families in Romania. We hope this report will be  

informative for you and if you have any questions or would like further 

copies, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

The Family Care Project has sought to provide monthly support for Families living in poverty for 12 years now. 
One of our concerns is to avoid encouraging families to become dependent on Smiles rather than working to 
assist themselves. We are aware that their problems are often presenting huge obstacles for them to  
overcome, but we have always strived to maintain a firm, yet compassionate approach, ensuring the families 
do all they can. 
 

This was one of the reasons the Chicken Coop initiative seemed so  
potentially satisfying, allowing families to start small enterprise  
projects ‘in their own back yard’. Smiles was able to help with  
Capital Cost of building the Coop and then the operational costs of 
buying the chicks, the food and advising how best to care for and 
raise the chickens to sell for meat after each cycle of approximately 
8 weeks. 
 

Initially we received a support Grant of $20,000 from KORE  
Foundation in America. We are now repaying that Grant and the full 
amount will be repaid by December 2012. But it has helped us  
establish this project and get several families into the programme 
which is overseen by our Family Care Social Workers. Here are a few 
comments from them by way of report on the appreciation the 
families have for this project.  
 

Chicken Coop – Tilecus—Report from Nelu Cioara - Family Care Manager:  

Bele family live in Tilecus in one of the Smiles’ houses for five years now. They have six children and the mother of the family grew up 

in Caminul Felix (Christian Orphanage). The father work in the next village in a small milk company and mother takes care of the children 

and works the land. They used to raise goats, but from this year they start to raise chickens for eggs and meat. We selected this family 

because they have experience in taking care of animals. They want to do well so as to help Smiles with Chicken meat in appreciation for 

the house we have provided for these years. 
 

Chicken Coop – CUIESD Macai family is a wonderful 

Christian family who belong to the Cuiesd Gypsy  

community where we have worked now from more than one year. The 

family have 6 children, four at school and one at kindergarten. The 

father Ioan is wants to do something for his family, but without  

education, he can not apply for a regular job. They own a small piece 

of land where they grow vegetables for the family and this year we 

gave them another piece of land to plant some corn and more  

vegetables (onion, potatoes).  Because of their dedication, we decided 

to build them a chicken coop. All the family, parents and children were 

very excited about it. They raised their own hens, pigs and rabbits, 

having 100 little chicks is a big new challenge. Next day, after giving the chickens, Ioan call me to explain he take the chicken in the 

house because of weather condition – was rain and cold outside!  They appreciate very much what Smiles do for them and 

want to become an example for the rest of the Gypsy community and to give us something back. 
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In Mierlau, there is a family that we moved about 2 years ago because they were homeless. They have 4 

children and the father lost his job. The mother stays at home because she doesn’t have education. The children go 

to school now in Mierlau and the father found some work in construction and he also goes in the village to work for 

neighbours. They were very happy to receive the 100 chicks and they are taking good care of them. They love  

animals and the children enjoy feeding and taking care of the chicks and learning to invest in the future. They’ve 

learned a lesson for sure: if you want to eat, you need to work, but you’ll eat more satisfied knowing that you work for the food with your 

own hands.  

 

Niuved Chicken Coop: Report by Social Worker Marius Pop 

In Niuved there are two houses and the first house you enter is the Torok family 

that lives there. They received that house because their former home crumbled and 

they are very happy and thankful for this big help. They are very hardworking  

people. Mr. Torok is taking care of the Cemetery in the village and they work  

everywhere it’s needed. They like working the land and they like working with  

animals. They have chickens, pigs, ducks, geese and goats of their own and now 

they’ve got the 100 chicks in the coop.   

 

Raising these chicks will help them work more with the animals, so, doing what they 

like most. They told me if there are more chicks, we can deliver more. The children 

like animals so the work with them is easier. This will help them administrating the time and food in the future and the kitchen cost will be 

less than before.  Like all Romanians, they like chicken meat, so it will make a difference.  
 

The second Smiles house in Niuved is a bit further up the road and there is the 

Hegedus family who live there. They worked on the house making it nice and 

clean and also they have animals like chickens, geese and piglets they raise for 

Christmas. They received the 100 chicks and they were very happy to start raising 

them. They didn’t have to be told how to do it because they had raised chickens 

several times, so they are professionals! They like chicken meat and they can sell 

in the village, so they can earn money for other food and needs they have.   

 

 
The Family Care project is so much more  
than delivery of a food parcel each month.  
As important as that is for many of those we support, initiatives like this can really start to 
make the difference for families who are able to make the effort in lifting themselves out 
of poverty with a hand-up from a friend. We can be that friend.  

Please encourage friends and family to support the Family Care project with a monthly-
donation. An investment that can ‘change the world’ for a family living in Poverty. 

Prayer Points: 

1. Pray for our Social Workers who visit the families regularly  

and endeavour to guide and advise on the way forward.  

2. Pray for the many new families asking for our help. Many as a 

result of the Financial Crisis which has put them in difficult 

situations.  

3. Pray for more Sponsors to give regular monthly support that 

enables us to plan and budget the support for more families. 

4. Pray for the Medical support that we endeavour to provide for   

our families and especially the children, many of whom can’t afford 

Dental treatment, Eye care or general Medicine. 

5. Pray for the financial support to make essential repairs to  

Housing, both Smiles Houses and the families own houses, as many 

suffer from serious problems, especially damp—which can cause 

more health problems for us to deal with. 

6. Pray for the families leaving our programme and the difficult 

choices that must sometimes be made. Pray our help will have  

made a difference and provide Hope for the future. 


