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Welcome to the latest edition of the Smiles 100 Love Club Newsletter. We are so 

thankful for your support and participation in the work of Smiles.  Club 100 supports 

very important projects and all are impacting the lives of many in the Name of 

Christ.  We hope you enjoy this update and will contact us with any questions.  

Please share the work with others and request more Newsletters if you need them. 

Gepiu Community Centre, Project Director – Georgi Opreanu 
 

Usually when I write reports I look back in time and try to define the period that I’m reporting in a word. On this 
occasion, many words came to mind such as: generosity, blessing, prayers, faith…but one that kept coming to 
me was: challenge. By God’s grace and your generosity, Gepiu Community Centre finishes another academic 
year and every end brings a new beginning, we pray it will be a good one!!! 
 

As I was saying in my last report, we decided to accept more children 
this past academic year, so we went from 25 to 39 children! This 
brought with it - new challenges. One was where to put them at the 
dinner table, so for the first time we had to arrange for two ‘sittings’ 
for food. The only problem now is ‘Who goes first’ as the children are 
always hungry when they arrive from School.  
 

The challenge was how to feed all the children? Should we give 
them less food or not provide them a hot meal, maybe sandwiches. 
But we took another step of faith and decided to continue our full 
feeding program and trust God to provide the money for the extra 
food. And He did, and we are so blessed by Him. I know that is not easy to give in these difficult times, but God 
is moving people’s hearts in a way that is beyond my understanding. 
 

Another challenge was the classrooms were not big enough to seat all the children, so we had to use other 
rooms. But fortunately we had the facilities and now we see every spare space being used to help and support 
these wonderful children. 
 

Like last year, the children were asking to go to Camp 
during their summer holiday from school, but we  
couldn’t promise one. We wanted to do the camp as we 
know it is a very important experience in a child’s life 
and we know many that made a commitment to God 
during or after being at camp. Because we couldn’t give 
them a straight answer due to budget, the older kids 
told the younger ones the secret of success. Don’t ask 
for it, pray for it. So they did, every single day and then 
one day they received the answer. God put on somebody’s heart to do a fund raising event and raise more than 
was needed, so more children will be able to benefit from the camp. Their faith was rewarded and they didn’t 
forget to pray for those that bless them with another camp. 
 

We were blessed to be able continue our other programs. The luncheons for the elderly in the Gepiu  
community are always a special event and new elderly folk regularly come to have worship and fellowship with 
us, along with great food. Some of them are not committed Christians and we pray that God will move their 
hearts and work through us to share His love and grace.  
 

We are very happy to report that 20 teenagers had the opportunity to finish another school year in Oradea’s 
high schools because of the transport that we provide for them. This service that we provide is a very expensive 
one as the diesel is not cheap in Romania. We manage to do this only because of the generosity of many of 
you who support the Gepiu Project on a monthly basis and we want to thank you for this. It is a tight budget we 
operate every month to achieve all we do and we pray for more to take that extra step of faith to support Gepiu 
monthly with a gift, helping us to plan and budget from your guaranteed monthly support. 

 

Joint Facility of Love - Gepiu Community Project -Emergency Housing Unit 

Cihei Elderly Care - Salard Gypsy Community 



Prayer Points: 

1. Pray for the crucial work of the Cihei Elderly Centre, that Love and Hope will have a new 

meaning as the residents see Jesus in all we do.  

2. Pray for the activities in Gepiu with children, youth, families and the elderly.  

3. Pray for the residents of our Emergency Housing Unit. Traumatised by the ugliness of this 

world, that they can find Love, Peace and Security—not just in Smiles, but in Jesus.  

4. Pray for the continuing development of the work in Salard as we continue new initiatives 

with the local authorities. 

5. Pray for the families and especially the children impacted every day by these projects.  

6. Pray for the staff who serve and care for them that they can show Jesus and His Love in  

all they do.  

 

 

Contact Details: Email: info@thesmilesfoundation.org ; Website: www.thesmilesfoundation.org 

UK : The Smiles Foundation, P O Box HK70, Leeds LS11 6YR    Telephone: 0113 276 5060    Charity no: 1087961 
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In May we had to face another challenge at the Gepiu Centre. Violeta, our cook since 
2006, had to leave us because of personal reasons. We had to find somebody to  
replace her as there were another two months before the end of the school year. So a 
lot of uncertainty…. will we find the best person for this job, that is not just a job, is 
more of a Calling. Lots of prayers were made and no answers received until one day 
when 3 ladies were called for interview, but just one came – the right one! We are 
blessed to have Christina with us as our new cook. She likes to cook, but more than 
that she loves the children and feels that God called her to serve and love the children 
that are in our program. In the days that followed after she joined Smiles, I realised how God can change a 
challenge into a blessing. 
 

I want to thank all of you that, even in the hard times, took a 
step of faith and gave generously to Smiles so people in 
Romania can be blessed and face the challenges with 
hope and a smile on their face.  
 

We pray for you and for your dear ones and ask you to 
please continue to pray for us! For all the needs, for the 
staff and most of all for the children – that through all the 
Gepiu project provides, they will know the Love and the 
Grace of our Lord Jesus. 
 

 Thank You   Georgi 

Cihei Elderly Care Gepiu Senior’s Lunch 


