
September 2013, brought several new 

changes for us at Tileagd Community 

School and Nursery. In part due to the 

budget issues that we’ve told you in the 

past, but also in part due to the direction 

we always anticipated might be best for 

the educational development work in 

Tileagd. the Grade School was transferred 

to official State responsibility.  

The teachers are now employed by and 

work under the State authorities. The 

children are registered to the State 

School and we have an agreement that 

both the teachers and the children can 

continue their activity in our Complex.  

Basically the Smiles Grade School has  

become an Annex to the State School. We 

provide the facilities of classrooms,  

offices, staff room and toilets plus  

gymnasium, shower rooms and the Church 

when a large room is needed for official 

presentations. Smiles has undertaken to 

maintain all the operational side, including 

all non-teaching staff.  

This includes Geta our administrator, Guiry 

our Community Advisor, our Cleaners, 

Cooks and Security personnel. We also 

need to make sure the kids have  

everything they need: educational supplies, 

clothes, hygiene, food, which is all  

designed to help them study and learn  

better.  

So we are happy that we can still be a part 

of their education and make sure they are 

properly cared for. If we would not be in 

the ‘middle’ of State and Families - the 

kids and the parents would sadly go back 

10 years! One day, one of the kids, Dani is 

his name, came to the main cook and asked 

if he can keep his breakfast in the bag and 

have it later……And when the cook was 

asking him why? He said ….my dad did not 

have food today and I would like to get 

this to him!!! It’s heart-breaking to hear 

these type of stories and to be  

surrounded by them all the time. Please 

continue to support us in this process 

of intervention to make a difference in 

the future lives of so many children. 

Sometimes it is hard to see “fast  

results” but we trust that the seeds we 

plant now, will have fruits in the future.  

On the other side, the Nursery still 

continues as it was, completely under 

the authority and responsibility of 

Smiles. All the kids and staff are doing 

great. With God’s help and with the 

support from people with big hearts, we 

have a new person employed at the 

Nursery. Crina Rostas, is a young lady 

with a great spirit and personality.  

Crina is from the Tileagd Community 

and was in our school until forced to 

quit by her father in 6th Grade. She is 

now helping us with bathing the  

children, keeping the place clean and is 

a true support for the teachers and our 

cook - lady Florica. The nursery  

is one of Smiles success stories and we 

are thankful to God for this.   

This year we have kids that graduated 

4th grade in our School and moved on to 

the State school in Grade 5. It is an 

encouragement to see that they do not 

give up, even if at times it is very hard! 

They also still benefit from our  

support. This year they had a new thing 

introduced…School Uniform! It was a 

huge challenge to get them and to pay 

for them as they are very expensive! 

But again, with God’s help and with  

people that have big hearts, this was 

possible and now the kids look exactly 

like all the other kids! THANK YOU!! 

Sadly, a few people had to leave us 

when we had all these changes going on. 

Lady Clara was one of them. We are 

thankful to her for everything that she 

did for Smiles and the Tileagd children. 
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For the past 9 years she was one of the 

key people in this project. Now, Geta 

Maghiar had taken this leading role! 

Please pray for Geta and if you would like 

to encourage her in her new job, do feel 

free to drop a message and wish her all 

the best!!   

education@thesmilesfoundation.org  

 

But what’s new? 

Well one new thing that we started 

to do this year is the after school  

programme…….. 

Shortly after the new term started in 

September, we launched our new  

after-school programme. Hygiene,  

education and spiritual well-being have 

always been the primary aims of the 

Smiles Tileagd Project and the  

after-school programme is now giving us 

a brilliant opportunity to further develop 

these areas.  

As part of the programme the children 

brush their teeth daily and have the  

opportunity to shower at least once a 

week. They then complete homework or 

go over class work under the  

supervision of a teacher. This is  

benefitting a large number of the  

children who  

struggle to keep up 

with the work in 

school and we hope 

that it will reduce 

the number of  

children who have 

previously had to 

repeat years in 

school.  

 

Finally, the programme also includes 

spiritual teaching sessions. This term 

we have been looking at a number of 

Jesus’ Miracles and the children have  

responded very enthusiastically. This 

time of teaching not only includes  

telling Bible stories, but also learning 

memory verses, doing craft work,  

singing, praying and of course, playing 

games. It is an incredible opportunity 

to plant seeds in the hearts of these 

young people and we pray that through 

the additional support and extra  

teaching in this programme, that we are 

able to make a difference to the lives 

of these children and give them real 

hope for a better future. 
 

All these things would not have been 
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possible to do without your continuous 

support, with your prayers and your 

finances, as well as your time. We are 

always very happy to have people  

visiting us. We know we are not on our 

own and this is great news! It is also a 

great blessing and encouragement for 

you to see ‘first hand’ the children, 

staff and project you so faithfully  

support. 

Thank you very much for everything you 

are doing for us! 

May God bless you all! 

Sincerely 

Maria Hava 

Smiles Director of  

Operations (Romania) 
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